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CONNECT: 

 Got a story of a hope-filled funeral that you have attended? 

GROW: 

 Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  What concern of the Thessalonian church does Paul address here?  
Why do they not need to grieve – in regards to their loved ones who have died – as others do? 

 Have you wondered about this issue yourself?  What do Philippians 1:21 and 23 teach us about what 
happens when Christians die?   

 Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-4.  What do we learn about our earthly tents (bodies)?  What does 
“nakedness” mean in this context?  And what great promise lies ahead for Christians (see verse 4 and                       
1 Corinthians 15:51-55)? 

 When we read in Scripture about the end times, what do we hold tightly to?  What are areas pertaining 
to the end times that we should not be divisive about as Christians? 

 In 1 Thessalonians 4:18 we read this:  “Therefore encourage one another with these words.”  How 
might you use this passage of Scripture to encourage someone who has lost a believing loved one?  
What truths from this passage would you speak into that person’s life  

 While there are many details that Bible scholars differ on, what is the main point of agreement for 
Christians when it comes to the end times?  Is this your main focus?  Please explain. 

 What does Matthew 24:42 teach us about when Jesus will return?  What does Jesus mean when He 
says to “stay awake”?  What does staying awake look like (see also Mark 13:33-37)?  Are you 
“awake”?  How do you know? 

GO: 

 Who do you know who may not be “awake”?  What might you say to them this week? 

 
 
To prepare for next week’s message, read 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4. 
 

This message is available online at www.highlandcommunitychurch.com and on CD in the lobby.   


