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CONNECT: 

 Seems like winter is finally upon us!  What is the most amazing winter storm you have witnessed or endured? 

 

GROW: 

 Read Matthew 5:9.  Based on Pastor Jeff’s sermon, how would you define “peacemaker”?  How, then, would 

you define a “war maker”? 

 Read Ephesians 4:15.  Pastor Jeff mentioned a couple of ways that people are not peacemakers.  One way is the 

temptation to avoid conflict through appeasement and people-pleasing.  The other is to cause conflict by 

speaking truth, but in a harsh or ungracious manner.  Which of these do you tend to be tempted most to do?  

Please explain.  What would help you to be more balanced? 

 James 4:1-2 helps us understand why we need peacemakers!  What point does James make about the causes of 

quarrels and fights?  What kinds of things do people desire that lead to quarrels and fights?  What do you desire 

deeply that can lead to quarrels and fights?  Keep in mind that sometimes we desire good things, but it becomes 

problematic (idolatrous!) when we want good things too much or at all costs. 

 Read 1 Peter 2:23.  What two things did Jesus not do that helped Him be a peacemaker?  What one thing did 

Jesus do that enabled Him to be a peacemaker?  What (according to this verse) did Jesus know His Father would 

do about His situation?  Why would that bring peace to a situation?  How would you have been tempted to 

respond if that were you being reviled and persecuted? 

 Lyrics from a Christmas carol:  “Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the newborn King.  Peace on earth and 

mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  What did Jesus, the Ultimate Peacemaker, do that reconciled God 

and man? 

 Are you reconciled to God?  How do you know?  (see 2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 

 

GO: 

 What relationships are you in that tend to be the most contentious?  How strategic are you in being a 

peacemaker in these situations?  What next step will you take to make peace in this relationship?  What might it 

cost you?  What might you need to set aside for the sake of peace? 

 

To prepare for next week’s message, read Luke 2 and Isaiah 53. 

This message is available online at www.highlandcommunitychurch.com and on CD in the lobby.  


